
The problem

Stratford City is a massive, £3bn
development covering 73 hectares around
the new international station at Stratford,
East London. In 2002, the development
consortium - Chelsfield PLC, Stanhope
PLC and London & Continental Railways -
asked us to test the effectiveness of their
masterplan - and to suggest changes
wherever necessary.

Our contribution

We found that the proposed development
would be insufficiently connected to the
surrounding urban context and would lack a
‘sense of place’. To remedy this, we
refocused the design strategy around a
new, sinuous urban ‘spine’, connecting
Stratford City to Old Stratford town centre in
the south and the Lea Valley to the north.

Through sketching, movement forecasting,
3D visualisation and workshop sessions,
we worked with the development team to
translate the spine concept into a new
masterplan with layouts for the commercial,
residential and retail quarters of the
development.

The outcome

Our input helped the development
consortium manage the complexity of the
design and planning process and gave our
clients greater confidence in the
masterplan.

The development was granted planning
permission by the London Borough of
Newham in September 2004 and was
approved by the Mayor of London and the
Government Office for London in October.
Construction is due to start in late 2006 or
early 2007.

A B

A
Early sketch of the new
layout concept for
Stratford City, London
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View of the Stratford
City masterplan from
the South East

Stratford City, East London
Town Centre Masterplan
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